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President’s Notes 

It’s Groundhog Day again! I was checking out the 2024 May-June edition and nothing much has changed. So, here it 

is again. 

Dearly beloved members of the finest horticultural society in the entirety of the southern hemisphere (even if 

there are a heap of better ones in the northern hemisphere), propitious greetings for the forthcoming 

seasonal crescendo of multitudinous floral delights manifesting a kaleidoscope of untarnished (chilli thrips; 

grrrr), refulgent, extraordinary blooms of staggering immensity (not Section 12), glorified by brilliant art 

shades (not sure about the whites).  

The Editor’s Notes have been cancelled for this edition of the newsletter due to the constraints of time and a 

general disinterest amongst the handful of members who actually bother to read them and a total disinterest 

amongst those who do not. In compensation, I have reluctantly allowed the Editor to write the introduction to 

my President’s Notes. That is a mistake that I hope not to make again. 

As luck would have it, the hottest and driest summer on record has evolved into what is likely to be one of, if 

not, the hottest and driest autumns on record. This has created some cultural problems for growers but we 

are, at least, a half-hardy lot, like out plants, and so most of them have survived. 

SOCIETY 



Now that those formalities are out of the way, let’s get down to business. 

It is the 60th - Diamond Anniversary of the founding of the Western Australian Chrysanthemum Society Incorporated 

on the 14th of May, 1965. We are planning a grand celebration at our Presentation Luncheon on the 27th of May. All of 

our Life Members have been invited to attend, some of whom have not been seen for many years. In addition, we 

will have one or two other special guests to join us. If you are free on the day, I urge you to attend. It will be held at 

the High Wycombe Tavern, 530 Kalamunda Road, High Wycombe from 11.30am. The cost is $25 per person, which is 

subsidised by the society. 

Our show this year will, once again, be held at the Kalamunda Agricultural Hall. The show will be open to the public 

from 9am to 3pm on the 10th of May. Did I mention Groundhog Day? I quote again from last year’s Notes. 

As usual, there are a hundred and one disaster stories doing the rounds despite the fact that we only have 

about eighty members. You know the drum; the blooms are too late, too early, too small, too unlike the 

untarnished, refulgent, extraordinary blooms of staggering immensity glorified by brilliant art shades that I 

am renowned for producing, etcetera, etcetera, etcetera ad infinitum, “To infinity and beyond!” Speaking for 

myself and also on behalf of the Show Secretary “Tell it to someone who cares.” We are looking to deck the 

hall with boughs of chrysanthemums and even if your blooms are not good enough for a Mothers’ Day gift for 

your allegorical mother-in-law, they are probably still good enough, at least, to make a few bunches to 

throttle in vases for a bit of extra colour at the show. If the blooms are half decent then you can put a bunch 

into the Formal Decorative Bowl and Vase classes and if they are only a quarter decent you can enter the 

Informal Floral Art class. (No offence intended to the floral artists, it’s just that most of the points are 

awarded for floral artistry rather than quality of the blooms.) 

In addition to your blooms, we need you! There is setting up to be done on Thursday afternoon and most of 

Friday. Then, on Saturday, it is meet and greet, tea, coffee, biscuit and plant sales throughout the day and 

bloom sales and clean up in the afternoon.  

Remember, sitting on your hands achieves nothing, unless you have an itchy bum and the most common 

cause of that is sitting on it for too long with nothing to do but scratch. Many hands make light work and, 

since most of us have two, if there are enough helpers, we should get the work done with half the effort and 

be finished in time to pick up some take-away on the way home and enjoy a relaxing Mothers’ Day Eve, 

recalling that she was the cause of all this mothers’ business way back when Adam was a boy.   

Full details of the show week activities are available later in this edition. So, “get with the plan”. 

The Show Schedule is published on our website www.chrysanthemumwa.com . If you do not have access to the 

internet, give the Show Secretary a call on 0480 188 875 and he will print one off for you. Please note the new 

classes for Junior exhibitors, who do not need to be members of the society. The Informal Floral art has two new 

classes. One is for “Oriental Theme” and the other is for “Diamond Anniversary”. The Floral Art always adds extra 

interest to the show and I encourage all of you who have some interest in flower arranging to enter. 

Our two home visits in March and April were well attended and, as far as I can tell, a good time was had by all. Many 

thanks to the hosts and attendees. 

We have again supplied many pots of chrysanthemums to the Araluen Botanic Park. This season we concentrated on 

the small flowered Charms and Cascades, as I believe that they are the best suited to the park setting. I still hope that 

one day their autumn chrysanthemum display will rival their springtime display of tulips and other bulbs. If you have 

time, why not pay them a visit. 

Cultural Notes 

Before you pick all your flowers make sure that you check the blooms with the labels in case you have some 

mismatches. Every year I end up with one or two mislabelled plants. You may be very careful but maybe a friend, 

child or your dog has rearranged some labels or else you obtained a plant from a friend which was incorrectly 

named. If you have multiple plants of the same cultivar it is wise to label the ones that gave the best blooms so that 

you can propagate from those for next season. Any poorly performing plants should be disposed of. Make a list of any 
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cultivars that gave consistently sub-standard blooms so that you can either obtain better stock from another grower 

or decide not to grow it again. 

After flowering has finished cut back the stems to about 20cm from the soil. If they are cut back lower they may 

bleed sap and if longer they may continue to send flowering lateral shoots. I like to remove the cover from my 

shadehouse to allow the plants to be exposed to as much cool weather as possible and to save me the effort of 

watering them. Scatter some snail pellets about but make sure to use the low toxicity types (eg. Multiguard -iron 

EDTA) if you have pets that may be tempted to eat them. It is probably worthwhile giving them a preventative spray 

with some general purpose fungicide and pesticide, although that is not necessary if you are prepared to keep a close 

eye on them. I like to take some time off to refresh, so the preventative approach suits me better.  

That is about all you need to do for the next two months except to think about what went well and what did not. 

The definition of insanity is doing the same thing over and over again and expecting a different result. 

 

Breaking News 
 
Man finally uses something that he put in his shed in 1982 on the assumption that it would come in useful one day. 
 
 

They said what? - did I mention that I found a copy of “The Penguin Thesaurus of Quotations” in a thrift                         

                                               store? 
 

I’m not just involved in tennis but committed. Do you know the difference between involvement and 
commitment? Think of ham and eggs. The chicken is involved. The pig is committed. - Martina Navratilova 

 
With our election coming up, it is worth remembering how lucky we are.   
 

We might have a two party system, but one of the parties would be in office and the other in prison. - Nikolai 
Bukharin 
 

In light of the ongoing peace negotiations almost everywhere in the world - 
 

A conference is a gathering of important people who singly can do nothing, but together can decide that 
nothing can be done.  - Fred Allen 
 

While on the subject of war (with apologies to those of you who have had the misfortune to have led a genteel life, 
but, in the interests of “keeping it real”) - 
 

Men like war: they do not hold much sway over birth, so they make up for it with death. Unlike women, men 
menstruate by shedding other peoples’ blood. - Lucy Ellman 

 
Time to lighten up. 
 

Well, if I called the wrong number, why did you answer the phone? - James Thurber  
 

For relevance to chrysanthemums, especially Australian and State Championships - 
 

Let “Dig for Victory” be the motto for everyone with a garden. - Reginald Dorman-Smith  (1939, WW2)  
 

Note to self. 
 
Some for renown, on scraps of learning dote. And think they grow immortal as they quote. - Edward Young 

 



Annual Flower Show - “Bigger than Ben Hur”? 
  

Saturday 10th May 2025 
 

Kalamunda Performing Arts Centre  
48 Canning Rd, Kalamunda 

 
Programme of Events for Show Week 

 
Wednesday 7th 

 

 3pm - 7pm Entries to be received by the Show Secretary,  Carl Slusarczyk   Phone: 0480 188 875                
or email:  carl.lina.slu@gmail.com  whenever you like prior to 7pm on Wednesday. 

 
Thursday 8th May 
 

 Throughout the morning, bottles, vases and central display items loaded for transport to Kalamunda 
Agricultural Hall 

 Load Sale plants 

 Exhibitors with many blooms may bring them into the hall for overnight storage. Other exhibitors are 
expected to bring their blooms in on Friday morning 

 2 pm - Open hall 

 2 pm to 5 pm - All members to help unload bottles and vases from the trailer and fill them in the hall 
kitchen sink.  

 Set out tables and fit table covers. 

 Unload central exhibition plants and props. 

 Set up Sale area and bring in sale plants. 

 Show Secretary and Chief Steward to prepare show benches 

 5 pm - Hall closed 
 
Friday 9th May 
 

 8 am - Hall open 

 8 am - Exhibitors commence arriving at the hall in sufficient time to complete staging their blooms by 
12.30 pm. Exhibitors will have a work area to stage entries. Exhibitors to collect bottles from the 
kitchen and place blooms and name tags on the bench 

 12:30 pm Exhibitors finish setting up entries 

 1 pm – 5 pm Erect central display  

 1 pm – 5 pm Judges/Stewards report to Show Secretary for judging. 

 5 pm Hall closed 
 

Saturday 10th May 
 

 8 am – 9 am Place prize cards on the benches. 

 Prepare the entry table to receive the public. 

 9 am to 3 pm Show open and members on roster duty to take entry fees and assist the public with 
information and plant sales. All those available to help are encouraged to do so. 

 10 am - Official opening of the show and presentation of Australian and State Championships 

 2.30 pm - Commence free entry for the public.  

 3 pm - Collect prize cards and bunch and wrap flowers for sale. Pack up equipment and clear the 
show area. 

 5pm - Hall closed. 
 
Sunday 11th May         Mothers’ Day - please enjoy 
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Contacts 
 

President – Carl Slusarczyk   9272 1356 (H) 0480 188 875 (M)   carl.lina.slu@gmail.com 

Treasurer – Carl Slusarczyk   9272 1356 (H) 0480 188 875 (M)   carl.lina.slu@gmail.com 

Secretary – Michael Drake-Brockman    0421 778 717(M)    michaeldb@iinet.net.au 

Newsletter Editor – Carl Slusarczyk   9272 1356 (H) 0480 188 875 (M)   carl.lina.slu@gmail.com 

 

Forthcoming Meetings & Events - It’s all happening! 

 

Annual Flower Show      Saturday 10th May 2024       Agricultural Hall, Kalamunda Performing Arts Centre                                                                                                                                                                                        
                                                                                               48 Canning Rd, Kalamunda  
 

Awards Luncheon 11:30 - 3:00 pm Tuesday 27rd May 2024         High Wycombe Tavern  
                                                                                                                                530 Kalamunda Road, High Wycombe 
 

              Annual General Meeting      12 noon Tuesday 9th September 2025     John McGrath Pavillion                                                           
                                                                                                                                          97 Hensman Rd, South Perth                                                                                                                                                    
                                                                                                                                                

WAHC Garden Clubs Plant Fair    Sat & Sun 20-21 September 2025     South Perth Community Centre                                     
                                                                                                                             cnr South Terrace & Sandgate Street 
 
Distribution Day             Sunday 26 October 2025          John McGrath Pavilion 

                                                                                                                97 Hensman St, South Perth 

 

 

Facebook Page 

www.facebook.com/groups/chrysanthemumwa 

 

Website  

www.chrysanthemumwa.com                                             

 

Mentors 

Ian Blackwell:  Kelmscott   0424 432 608                                
Michael Drake-Brockman:  Pickering Brook   0421 778 717 
Carl Slusarczyk:  Mount Lawley   0480 188 875 
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