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President’s Notes 

March and April are exiting times in southern hemisphere chrysie patches. Buds form, swell and then burst open to 

reveal their brilliant art shades, or pristine white. The excitement increases, reaching its zenith during squeaky bum 

time at the end of April. This excitement may or may not lead to rapturous delights in the aptly named month of May. 

Sometimes you are lucky and sometimes you are not. However, always remember this famous quotation -  

I'm a great believer in luck, and I find the harder I work the more I have of it.  - Thomas Jefferson 

Here is another quotation, and one that I have become quite fond of. 

The mystery of human existence lies not in just staying alive, but in finding something to live for.  - Dostoevsky 

Repeating myself, yet again, 2025 is our society’s Diamond Anniversary and it is an Australian Chrysanthemum Cham-

pionship year in Perth. If the Australian Championship is your main “raison d'être” then please accept my sincerest 

sympathy for your miserable lot. Nevertheless, winning it could be the highlight of an otherwise dull day or, hope-

fully, something of true value to tick off your bucket list, and it comes with a few dollars and a nice trophy, with your 

name on it, to impress your friends. 

2021 Australian Championship 
Grand Champion Bloom - Kokka Hare Butai 

Grown by Ron Atyeo 



Remember, for the Australian Chrysanthemum Championship you only need five extraordinary, magnificent, spheri-

cal, untarnished, refulgent blooms of staggering immensity glorified by brilliant art shades, or white. For the new Dia-

mond Anniversary informal floral art class it is even easier. You only need one extraordinary, magnificent, untar-

nished, refulgent work of floral art of any informal shape and colour. The Show Secretary is still anticipating six to ten 

entries in the Aussie and three to six entries in the informal floral art, so your odds of a prize winning entry are quite 

good, and unchanged from the time of the last newsletter. That is, quite good, considering that there are five prizes 

in the Aussie and three in the DAFA (Diamond Anniversary floral art). Maybe don’t bother if you are a duffer because 

your entry is likely to be NAS (not as schedule). Alternatively, if you are prone to mishaps then learn from your mis-

takes and ask for advice. Why not give one of the mentors a ring. Contact details are on the back page. 

My photographic extravaganza of chrysanthemumomatous delights, taken during my visit to Japan in November 

2024, was presented at the February general meeting. Unsurprisingly, it was met with scenes of wild jubilation, gasps 

of amazement and wondrous bewilderment, which culminated in a polite smattering of applause that wholly 

drowned out any hint of a rousing chorus of “For he’s a jolly good fellow.” Expected cheers of joy were also muffled 

by mouthfuls of sweet and savoury delights, some of which the killjoys suggested should have been stuck in the pre-

senter’s cake hole half way through so that they could make an earlier start on their refreshments. Selected high-

lights of the extravaganza were subsequently posted to our society’s Facebook page so that the world and all it’s got 

might rejoice with us. You can check them out at any time, as once it is on the net it is there forever. Unlike newspa-

per articles, which only last until fish and chips Fridays. 

The next highlight was the W.A. Horticultural Council’s February Fair in South Perth. Overall, this was as successful as 

usual. We have been doing it for quite a while now and so there were no surprises. The tap and go technology was 

not successful but that was no surprise. I would like to thank all the members and friends who helped to make the 

weekend a success. You know who you are, but a special thank you is due to Michael Drake-Brockman who did the 

organising and supplied a large number and selection of cultivars. 

How far that little candle throws his beams! So shines a good deed in a naughty world.  - Shakespeare 

Did I mention that I picked up a copy of “The Penguin Thesaurus of Quotations” at an op-shop a few years back? 

Looking forward, we have home and garden visits in March and April, with another general meeting in April. See the 

back page for the low down on these and other highlights of the chrysanthemum season. 

 

Cultural Notes   
Pearls of wisdom from a place adjacent to the South Seas. Ignore them at your peril, but beware, you too 

could end up nacred. 

 
The following is KISS advice given with love by the late George Tomlinson, State A Champion 2006-7 and 2011 

. 

March is a very busy month with Chrysanthemums especially if you’re showing them. All laterals should be 

separately staked and ties kept up with new growth as it is near impossible to stage a specimen bloom with a 

crooked stem. It makes your task so much easier if you take the time to attend to these tasks at the right time 

giving a nice long straight stem enabling easy staging at the right height. Having a good length of straight 

stem also gives you the opportunity to review the height of the flowers on the display bench and cut the 

length of your stem to match the aesthetic appeal generally. If everyone stages in accordance with the guide-

lines the display looks so much better. February is the time the buds begin to form and it is important that 

you keep the stem growing straight up the stake with the bud square on top. I find turning the pots every 4 or 

5 days helps as it will counter the natural pull of the sun as its traverse moves closer to the horizon at this 

time of the year. Make sure your plants are well fed as this is the real growing period for them. Remember 

also that this is the time to switch to a feed higher in potash with less but still adequate supply of nitrogen 

and an adequate supply of phosphate. Most of the proprietary brands have trace elements so this should not 

be a major concern. Keep up your spraying program to take care of the nasties. It is always important but 

from now on it becomes the more so if you want nice clean undamaged specimens on the show bench. 

   



The following advice is reprinted from the last edition as it is equally relevant to the next couple of months.  💋💋💋 

Recommendations for pest and fungal control continually change as new products become available and 

some old ones become difficult to source or are banned altogether. If you are having problems and need a 

recommendation then please contact one of the mentors listed on the last page. Imidacloprid applied as 

granules to the soil has proven to be very effective in controlling insect pests, including the dreaded chilli 

thrips. An application at the end of February and another in mid-March has worked well for the Editor. It is 

not available from the ‘Big B’ but is often found at garden centres and local hardwares. If they do not have it 

they are often happy to order it in for you. Trade names ‘Richgro Bug Killa Granular Insecticide’ and ‘David 

Grays Systemic Bug Killer’ are the two products that I am familiar with. Additionally, you can use imidacloprid 

in liquid form as a soil drench or foliar spray. As the Editor has shown no ill effects from its use, it can be 

thought to be relatively safe but, alas, not effective against one of the worst pests. It is not active against 

arachnids such as spider mites and may actually worsen an outbreak by reducing natural predators. For this 

reason an application or two of miticide around the same time is worthwhile. 

You need to decide how many shoots you wish to grow on to flower on each plant. The maximum potential of 

each cultivar is learnt through experience. For general guidance, if aiming for maximum size, the following 

number of blooms is recommended for each plant.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       

Large Exhibition - Section 1:   1-2 blooms 

Medium Exhibition - Section 2:   2 blooms 

Decorative - Sections 3, 4 & 5:   3-4 for large blooms   and 4-5 for smaller blooms  

Anemone - Section 6:    4-6 blooms    

Show Single - Section 7:   4-6 blooms 

Pompone - Section 8:   5-8 blooms 

Fantasy (Spiders & Quills) - Section 10:   3-4 blooms   

I have given a range of numbers because some plants will be stronger growers than others. The number of 

shoots that should be grown on from the January stop is usually the number of blooms that you want plus 

one or two extras, to allow for the various misfortunes that may occur leading up to bud. These extras should 

be removed as soon as you see that the buds you want to keep are properly formed. 

If you are growing for the vase or garden display, retain all the strong shoots and remove the rest.  

But wait, there’s more.  💋 💋 💋    

Once the buds are visible you need to decide if you want large ‘disbudded’ flowers or a spray of smaller flowers. For 

large flowers only one bud should be left at the end of each stem. Early buds (crown buds) will have shoots forming 

from the eyes below them. These shoots should be removed as soon as they are big enough to remove without dam-

aging the bud. If they are not removed the plant will direct most of its energy to the developing new branches and 

the bud will be weakened or aborted. Later buds will usually form as a cluster at the end of the stem. Commonly, the 

central bud is a little larger than the others and this is normally the one that should be allowed to remain. The side 

buds can be left for a little longer to ensure that the central bud is round and plump. If it isn’t then one of the others 

should be selected. Once it is safe to do so, all buds other that those chosen must be removed. Leading up to flower-

ing, small buds will progressively form most of the way down the stems. All of these should also be removed to force 

all the plant’s vitality into the selected flowering buds at the ends of the stems.  

Alternatively, all chrysanthemums can be left alone, without disbudding, to decide for themselves how many flowers 

should be on each stem. Some cultivars have naturally small flowers that cannot be made bigger by disbudding. 

Charms and Cascades are the obvious example. Their main endearing feature is a mass of colour and they should not 

have any buds removed. Most of the commercial cultivars and some of our exhibition ones were intentionally bred 

to carry a mass of flowers. They are called “spray’ types and have small to medium sized flowers that cannot be 

made much bigger by disbudding. They are meant to be grown without disbudding and will either naturally produce 



flowers arranged down the stem or several flowers in a flat plane at the top of the stem. Pompones and small Deco-

ratives can be disbudded or can be left to flower as a spray. Some of the vigorous Pompones, such as Kelvin Rose 

and Kelvin Bonnie Blue can make excellent Sprays with a dozen flowers. Most of the larger commercial cultivars are 

usually grown as disbuds but due to their vigorous nature can produce attractive sprays as well. Examples are the 

Zemblas, Lollipops and Rossanos. Larger, exhibition style cultivars are usually disbudded but they do not have to be. 

If left alone they will produce a posy of fluffy flowers at the ends of the stems. If so, they will not normally form into 

full balls like disbudded blooms but if you are only looking for a nice splash of colour they will do just fine.  

A compromise between disbuds and sprays is also possible. Many of the smaller exhibition disbud cultivars can be 

grown with four or five blooms without excessive loss of size. The blooms are often held in the same horizontal 

plane at the top of the stem and so they display themselves well. We refer to this as a ‘Cut’ in WA. A Cut is usually 

formed by removing the central, uppermost bud and all of the small buds down the stem. This leaves 4-6 buds at the 

top of the stem that can be left to develop. Good spacing can be obtained naturally or with the assistance of cane, 

cardboard or other suitable material to push the buds into the preferred arrangement. Singles, Anemones and Pom-

pones are most commonly the types grown this way. There are classes for Cuts of Singles and Pompones in our Show 

Schedule. I once grew the large decorative, Seaton’s Lily, two up and flowered it as a Cut. It was quite impressive and 

had about five flowers on each stem, the size of small grapefruits, with good length pedicels. If you grow enough 

plants you can have some fun experimenting, and sometimes you get a bit forgetful and end up with an interesting 

surprise. 

Regardless of whether you are growing disbuds, cuts or sprays, once the buds have been set up for flowering, it is a 

good idea to have a critical look at the overall plant. If it has some strong branches and some weaker ones then you 

must decide whether you want to leave the weaker stems to produce some smaller blooms or sprays for garden col-

our or indoor decoration, or whether you want to remove them to force maximum strength into the remaining 

stronger stems in order to produce the best possible results for size. 

The most important time to spray for pests is when the buds are small. You may not see any pests but if you wait 

until you do then it will be too late, as they will already have crawled into the buds and started to do damage. A sys-

temic pesticide like imidacloprid is best but other general purpose contact sprays such as Yates Rose Shield are eas-

ier to find and will do a good job if an application is repeated a week to ten days later. 

You can guarantee that there will be some strong winds or rain once the buds are showing colour. At flowering time, 

plants are tall and top heavy. They must be securely staked and if in pots they need to be out of the wind, or better 

still secured to something immobile. As wire stretched between a couple of posts will be good for a whole row of 

pots. Some cultivars are fairly rain proof but finding out which ones is a matter of trial and error. Some of the larger 

incurving types will fill with water and collapse. Others will be alright but later show brown marks from fungal attack. 

Some of the more experienced growers may be able to give some advice. For best results a waterproof cover, which 

will not fill with water, is needed. Fortunately, most often the plants do not need bright sunlight for flowering and, if 

you have time to do it, they can be brought under a patio or verandah when rain is forecast. 

If you are intending to enter the show, it is worth taking a careful look at the Show Schedule to get an idea of which 

classes you are likely to have suitable blooms for and would like to enter. Think about how you intend to store your 

blooms after picking and how you will transport them to the show. The bloom height for staging at the show is 

mostly 55cm, so you will need to have about 60cm height clearance in your vehicle. How many blooms do you antici-

pate entering and how much vehicle space will they need? Do you live close enough to the show venue to transport 

them out of water? Will you need to construct some carriers? Will you need a mate to help you with transport or 

staging the blooms? If you wish to enter the informal floral art classes, do you have the containers and other materi-

als available? 

Do not allow all your hard work so far during the season so far to go unrewarded by failing to finish the job. Remem-

ber, that commercial growers often complete an entire crop cycle in ten weeks. As at the 1st of March there are ex-

actly ten weeks to our show day of 10th May. So, even if you are not entirely happy with how they look now there is 

still time for at least some of them to turn out well. 

 



Show Schedules   

Success is not the key to happiness. Happiness is the key to success. If you love what you are doing, you will 

be successful. 

Yes, this was also in the last newsletter but as judgement day, 9th May, approaches it is even more topical now. Some 

would say that it is essential reading, especially as this is the new and improved version.  

The Show Schedules for the 2025 Australian Championship, W.A. State A and B Championships and WACS Show are 

now available on the Western Australian Chrysanthemum Society Facebook page and the society website at 

www.chrysanthemumwa.com. In addition, members that receive our society’s materials by email will have had them 

at the same time as the January-February Newsletter. I can hardly believe that sometimes these emails go to the 

junk folders. How can you possibly explain that?  

He says he doesn’t know.      https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bS-PwtfQHv0  

General preparation of the hall will be performed on the afternoon of Thursday 8th and set up of show entries will be 

done in the morning of Friday 9th of May, with judging in the afternoon. The show will be open to the public from 

9am to 3pm on Saturday 10th May. 

Most classes are the same as in previous years. Some newer changes are the addition of: 

 Japanese ‘sanbon jitate’ style three bloom plants in pots 

 Specimen plants - minimum seven blooms; not Section 12 

 Informal Floral Art, Class 77 changed to ‘Diamond Anniversary’ 

 Informal Floral Art, Class 78 changed to ‘Oriental Theme’ 

 Junior classes, blooms and arrangements, for those sixteen years and under.  

All of the above classes, plus most of the other show classes, are open to the public, WACS members or not. 

Classes for bonsai and daruma continue to be included despite a lack of entries in recent years. Please note that, 

with the exception of the Championships and Trophy classes, multiple entries are allowed in each class. Some classes 

call for cultivars originating in New Zealand or Western Australia or bred by T.W. Pockett. Information related to this 

is included in the Register. If in doubt contact the Show Secretary. Most classes are ‘OPEN’, so anyone, member or 

not, may enter. 

 

Colour in Chrysanthemums 

I have been posting a different picture of a chrysanthemum each day on Facebook. This idea was recommended to 

me as a way of increasing exposure of our society to the public. There seems to be plenty of readers and “Likes”. Un-

fortunately, there may not be many local people amongst the readers, but even one new active member will make it 

worthwhile. As part of one post I explained about the expression of colour in chrysanthemum blooms and the pro-

cess of colour mutation (sports). Much of it was obtained from "Understanding Chrysanthemums" by the late Barrie 

Machin, published by the National Chrysanthemum Society (UK). This is an excellent small book, easy to read and, 

according to their website, it still available from the NCS(UK). Quoting Barrie - 

What follows is a simplified version of the mechanisms by which colour sports occur.  Chrysanthemum plants 

are composed of three populations of cell, arranged in layers. Layer 3 comprises most of the roots and central 

parts of the stems. The outermost part of the branches, leaves and petals are made up of the 1st and 2nd 

layers. Layer 1 is the outermost and layer 2 is just underneath. The flower pigments are anthocyanins (red) 

and carotenes (yellow). You may have noticed that some white flowers open with a slight yellow tinge, which 

then disappears. The petals are producing yellow pigment but there is an enzyme which breaks it down so 

that the flower is white when mature. If the gene that produces the enzyme is lost then the flower will retain 

the yellow pigment. As the petal has two layers, if the enzyme is lost from one layer only you will have a light 

yellow, Cream or Primrose flower. If it is lost from both layers then you will get a darker yellow flower. Pink 

pigment is only produced in the 1st layer of cells, even if the genes for pink are present in the second petal 

http://www.chrysanthemumwa.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bS-PwtfQHv0


layer. If a white flower has genes for pink in the 2nd layer and things get scrambled up, then it can mutate to 

pink in the first layer as well. If a plant mutates to yellow and also to pink, then you will end up with a bronze 

flower. 

In breeding, seeds are created solely by the second layer of the two parents. If a cultivar has white flowers but has 

pink genes in the second layer, then it will breed as a pink. If a cultivar is Bronze, especially a light bronze, it may not 

have either red or yellow genes in the second layer and, if so, it will breed as a white. It would be unusual, but not 

impossible to cross two bronze parents and end up with all white seedlings. These facts help to explain the reason 

why a chrysanthemum cross can produce such a wide range of colours.  

The following Figure, copied from Barrie Machin’s book illustrates things well. 

 
 
Editor’s Notes  
 

Judging by feedback (just joking - there hasn’t been any) on my Notes from the last two newsletters, I see that many 
members are fascinated by tales of the kings of old, such as Alfred, Arthur and Solomon. Because there have been so 



many kings I thought that you would find it entertaining to have a rather randomly selected alphabetical 
arrangement. All of these descriptions are heavily plagiarised from the internet, mostly from Wikipedia and are 
almost completely irrelevant to chrysanthemums. 
 

A. King Ashoka   Popularly known as Ashoka the Great, was an Emperor from 268 BC until his death in 232 BC.   
His empire covered a large part of the Indian subcontinent, stretching from present-day Afghanistan in the 
west to present-day Bangladesh in the east. The Edicts of Ashoka state that during his eighth year of rule, he 
conquered Kalinga (south-west of Kolkata) after a brutal war. Shocked by the barbarity of the outcome, 
Ashoka subsequently devoted himself to the propagation of Buddhist "dhamma" or righteous conduct.  
Ashoka's wheel, the Ashoka Chakra, is adopted at the centre of the National Flag of India. 

B. King Brown  Australia's largest venomous snake, the king brown snake can reach 2.0 to 2.5 m in length with 
a weight of 3 to 6 kg. The longest confirmed individual was 3.3 m in length. The king brown snake is robust, 
with a head slightly wider than the body, prominent cheeks and small eyes with red-brown irises, and a dark 
tongue. Native to northern, western, and Central Australia, the king brown snake is the largest terrestrial 
venomous snake in Australia. Despite its common name, it is a member of the genus Pseudechis (black 
snakes) and only distantly related to true brown snakes. In the Kaytetye language spoken in Central Australia, 
it is known as atetherr-ayne-wene, "budgerigar-eater". 

C. King Clarence  The first thing you notice about King Clarence, a new Asian-inspired restaurant in the Sydney 
CBD, is that it looks like a Scandinavian ramen bar where the builders walked off the site the day before. 
There’s blond wood and pink neon and drops of paint on the polished concrete floor. There are timber 
frames that look as if they’re waiting to be Gyprocked. The second thing you notice about King Clarence is 
that Khanh Nguyen can really, really cook. The fish finger swaddled in a steamed bao with American cheese 
and tartare is a straight-up tribute to McDonald’s’ Filet-O-Fish. In other hands it might be insipid Instagram 
bait – Birds Eye on a soft, white bun – but the sauce flickers with pickled chilli and mustard greens, and 
salmon roe pops against the cream and crunch. Barramundi is set in gelatinised dashi stock – xiao long bao 
soup dumpling-style – and crumbed with a tattooist’s precision so it explodes in your mouth and not the 
deep fryer. You’ll immediately want another. Cost of a full meal? About $160 for two, excluding drinks and 
live lobster. 

D. King David  According to Jewish works, all written over a thousand years later, David ascended the throne as 
the king of Judah in 885 BC. Nearly all of what is known of David comes from biblical literature, the historicity 
of which has been extensively challenged. (Beware, “nobody expects the Spanish Inquisition!”) In the books 
of Samuel, David is described as a young shepherd and harpist whose heart is devoted to Yahweh, the one 
true God. He gains fame and becomes a hero by killing Goliath. He becomes a favourite of King Saul, the first 
king of Israel, King Saul said that he would make whoever killed Goliath a very wealthy man, give his 
daughter to him and declare his father's family exempt from taxes in Israel. Saul offered David his oldest 
daughter, Merab, a marriage David respectfully declined. Having been told that his younger daughter Michal 
was in love with David, Saul gave her in marriage to David upon David's payment in Philistine foreskins. 
Ancient Jewish historian Josephus lists the dowry as 100 Philistine heads. David is forced to go into hiding 
when Saul suspects David of plotting to take his throne. After Saul and his son Jonathan are killed in battle, 
David is anointed king by the tribe of Judah and eventually all the tribes of Israel. He conquers Jerusalem, 
makes it the capital of a united Israel, and brings the Ark of the Covenant to the city. He commits adultery 
with Bathsheba and arranges the death of her husband, Uriah the Hittite. The Bible mentions six other wives 
and concubines and a number of children by unknown women. He dies at age 70 and chooses King Solomon, 
his son with Bathsheba, as his successor.  

E. King Edward  Edward I (17 or 18 June 1239 – 7 July 1307), also known as Edward Longshanks due to his 
height (6’2”, 188 cm) and the Hammer of the Scots, the eldest son of Henry III, was King of England from 
1272 to 1307. His father arranged a politically expedient marriage between fifteen-year-old Edward and 
thirteen-year-old Eleanor of Castile, the half-sister of King Alfonso X of Castile. He spent his early adulthood 
fighting, including a crusade to the Holy Lands. After taking the throne he conquered Wales in 1283, later 
incorporating it as a part of England. In 1284, King Edward had his son Edward, later Edward II born at 
Caernarfon Castle, probably to make a statement about the new political order in Wales. In 1301 the young 
Edward became the first English prince to be invested as Prince of Wales. After numerous political 
manoeuvrings, Edward invaded Scotland in 1296 and at the Battle of Dunbar, Scottish resistance was 
effectively crushed. Edward took the Stone of Destiny, the Scottish coronation stone, and brought it to 
Westminster, placing it in what became known as King Edward's Chair. He had fourteen children with his first 
wife between 1261-3(?) and 1284 and, after her death, another three by his second wife, Margaret of France, 



between 1300 and 1306. 

F. King Fern  The King Fern, Angiopteris evecta, is one of the largest and most ancient ferns in the world. The 
King Fern, also known as Giant Fern or Mule’s Foot Fern, has called Australia home for 300 million years but, 
due to a gradual drying of the continent, they’re now only found in the rainforests of Queensland, with 
another small population in north-eastern Arnhem Land, NT. Remarkably, there is also one plant growing 
naturally in Northern NSW which was discovered in the Tweed Valley in 1977, despite the species being 
presumed to be extinct. It is thought the species was once scattered around the far north-east of NSW, 
possibly extending as far south as Byron Bay. King Ferns thrive where they can plumb their roots into 
permanent water as these enormous ferns need constant moisture to help support their huge fronds – the 
biggest on earth – measuring up to 5m on fully mature specimens. A good place to see King Ferns is along 
the road to Cape Tribulation, and the Nandroya Falls track in the Palmerston section of Wooroonooran 
National Park, south of Cairns. 

G. King Gee  Since 1926, KingGee has been an integral part of Australia's workwear landscape. Founded by 
Robert Adcock in Sydney, the brand quickly set the gold standard for quality and craftsmanship. “KingGee – 
You Wear The Crown”. This slogan encapsulates their commitment to empowering every individual who dons 
their “performance” workwear. Their mission is to ensure you're at your best, every single day. Engineered 
for durability and comfort, discover a range that works just as hard as you. From new arrivals to sustainable 
apparel, KingGee clothing is an investment in performance and reliability. 

H. King Henry  Henry VII (28 January 1457 – 21 April 1509), also known as Henry Tudor, was King of England and 
Lord of Ireland from his seizure of the crown on 22 August 1485 until his death in 1509. He was the first 
monarch of the House of Tudor. Henry VII was born on 28 January 1457 at Pembroke Castle, in the English-
speaking portion of Pembrokeshire known as Little England beyond Wales. He was the only child of Lady 
Margaret Beaufort, who was 13 years old at the time, and Edmund Tudor, whose mother was the widow of 
Henry V.  Edmund Tudor died at the age of 26, three months before Henry’s birth. Henry attained the throne 
when his Lancastrian forces, supported by France, Scotland and Wales, defeated the Yorkist Richard III at the 
Battle of Bosworth Field. He was the last king of England to win his throne on the field of battle, defending it 
two years later at the Battle of Stoke Field to decisively end the Wars of the Roses (1455–1487). Vindicating 
the Lancastrian cause, he cemented his claim by marrying the Yorkist heiress, Elizabeth of York, daughter of 
Edward IV. Elizabeth is the only woman ever to be daughter (Edward IV), sister (Edward V), niece (Richard III), 
wife (Henry VII), and mother (Henry VIII) to a King. Henry VII falls among the minority of British monarchs 
that never had any known mistresses and, for the times, it is unusual that he did not remarry. His first born 
son, Arthur married Catherine of Aragon but died three months later. Henry wanted to maintain the Spanish 
alliance and so he arranged a papal dispensation in 1504 from Pope Julius II for Prince Henry, later Henry VIII, 
to marry his brother's widow when he turned 15 and she turned 21 in 1506. After a long illness, King Henry 
VII, aged fifty-two years, died from tuberculosis, now a vaccine preventable illness. His son, Henry VIII was 
married to Catherine and crowned in 1509. Interestingly, despite being divorced by Henry, supposedly for 
failing to provide him with a son and heir, Catherine had two live born sons and one still born son in addition 
to their daughter Mary. 

I. King Island  King Island is another world, anchored in the middle of Bass Strait between Victoria and 
Tasmania’s Northwest. It’s an unforgettable long-table dinner of exquisite produce, fine art, Australia’s best 
golf and rich conversation with island characters. King Island is more creative, more honest, more 
cooperative, more delicious, more fun and more meaningful. Our boutique lodges, iconic golf courses, 
charismatic art exhibits and mouth-watering beef, cheese and crayfish can’t just be good – we have made 
them extraordinary, by working together. When visiting, please remember: a wave from the steering wheel 
to every approaching vehicle is mandatory, the hotel concierge and the airport baggage handler are the same 
person, and we do have traffic lights… but only on Wednesdays. Life here on King Island is just a little bit 
more… life. Could be a great place to grow chrysanthemums. (inserted for relevance to chrysanthemums) 

J. King James  James I (1566, Edinburgh Castle—died 1625) was the king of Scotland (as James VI) from 1567 to 
1625 and the first Stuart king of England from 1603 to 1625. James was the only son of Mary, Queen of Scots. 
Mary was defeated by rebel Scottish lords and abdicated the throne. James, one year old, became king of 
Scotland in 1567. Mary left Scotland and never saw her son again. During his youth, James was surrounded 
by a small band of the great Scottish lords. He started to take some personal control of the throne from the 
age of seventeen and sought to establish his claim to succeed the childless Elizabeth I upon the throne of 
England. He cultivated Elizabeth’s goodwill, and even her execution of his mother in 1587 drew from him 
only formal protests. James succeeded to the English throne on the death of Elizabeth I in 1603. He was in 
conflict with the English parliament for most of his rein. He authorised the execution of Sir Walter Raleigh 
who is thought to have plotted against him and to appease the Spanish for piracy and attacking them in 



South America. He was a central figure in the Gunpowder Plot, a conspiracy of English Roman Catholics to 
blow up Parliament, King James I, his queen, and his eldest son on November 5, 1605. The leader of the plot, 
Robert Catesby, together with his four co-conspirators—Thomas Winter, Thomas Percy, John Wright, and Guy 
Fawkes—were zealous Roman Catholics angered by James’s refusal to grant more religious toleration to 
Catholics. King James I was responsible for the creation of the King James Bible, first published in 1611. 

K. King Kong  Created by an American, Merian C. Cooper, who became fascinated by gorillas at the age of 6. 
King Kong is a fictional giant monster resembling a gorilla, who has appeared in various media since the 1933 
film King Kong from RKO Pictures. A sequel quickly followed that same year with The Son of Kong, featuring 
Little Kong, also known as "Kiko". The Japanese film company Toho later produced King Kong vs. Godzilla 
(1962), featuring a giant Kong battling Toho's Godzilla, and King Kong Escapes in 1967. Dino De Laurentiis 
produced a modern remake of the original film directed by John Guillermin. A sequel, King Kong Lives, 
followed a decade later featuring a Lady Kong. Another remake of the original, set in 1933, was released in 
2005 by filmmaker Peter Jackson. Kong: Skull Island was released in 2017. A sequel, Godzilla vs. Kong was 
released in 2021. It was followed by the film Godzilla x Kong: The New Empire in 2024. 

L. King Leonidas  Leonidas (died 480 BC, Thermopylae, Greece) was a Spartan king whose stand against the 
invading Persian army at the pass of Thermopylae in central Greece. This enduring tale of Greek heroism, has 
been invoked throughout Western history as the epitome of bravery exhibited against overwhelming odds. In 
480 BC Leonidas commanded the small Greek force that resisted the advance through Thermopylae of the 
vast army of the Persian king Xerxes. This episode made a deep impression on the Greek imagination and 
gave rise to the legend that Spartans never surrendered. Before invading, Xerxes implored the Spartan king 
Leonidas to surrender his arms. Leonidas famously replied, “Come and take them” (“Molon labe”). The Greek 
resistance tried to halt Persian progress on land at the narrow pass of Thermopylae and at sea nearby in the 
straits of Artemisium. The Greek army was led by Leonidas, who was estimated to have had around 7,000 
men. Xerxes had anywhere from 70,000 to 300,000. Despite the disparity in numbers, the Greeks were able 
to maintain their position. Their strategy involved holding a line only a few dozen yards long between a steep 
hillside and the sea. This constricted the battlefield and prevented the Persians from utilizing their vast 
numbers. For two days the Greeks defended against Persian attacks and suffered light losses as they imposed 
heavy casualties on the Persian army. Only when the Greeks were betrayed did the battle take a detrimental 
turn for them. Ephialtes, a Greek citizen desiring reward, informed Xerxes of a path that went around 
Thermopylae, thus rendering the Greeks’ line useless in preventing forward advancement of the Persian 
army. Leonidas then ordered most of his troops to retreat, and he and his 300-member royal guard fought to 
the last man. The sea battle in the Straights of Artemisium is interesting because species of the genus 
Artemisia have been used by the Chinese as root stock to graft chrysanthemums onto. (inserted for relevance 
to chrysanthemums) 

M. King M  KING M is a Bulk Carrier and is sailing under the flag of Panama. Her length overall is 181.16 meters 
and her width is 28.4 meters. It was built in 2012 and weighs 20992 tons. There are a number of websites 
that provide information on ships such as the foregoing and also provide their current and past locations. In 
addition, the ship movements at ports around the world can also be discovered. 

N. King Nebuchadnezzar  Nebuchadnezzar II was the second king of the Neo-Babylonian Empire, ruling from the 
death of his father Nabopolassar in 605 BC to his own death in 562 BC. Historically known as 
Nebuchadnezzar the Great, he is typically regarded as the empire's greatest king. Ruling for 43 years, 
Nebuchadnezzar was the longest reigning king of the Babylonian dynasty. By the time of his death, he was 
among the most powerful rulers in the world. Nebuchadnezzar remains famous for his military campaigns. 
This included the destruction of Jerusalem and the deportation of the city's population and people from the 
surrounding lands to Babylonia. The biblical Book of Jeremiah paints Nebuchadnezzar as a cruel enemy but 
also as God's appointed ruler of the world and a divine instrument to punish disobedience. Great wealth 
arose from the successful military conquests and led to major building works, especially in the capital, 
Babylon, and he also began work on the Royal Canal, also known as Nebuchadnezzar's Canal, a great canal 
linking the Euphrates and Tigris Rivers, which in time completely transformed the agriculture of the region. 

O. King O'Malley  (2 July 1858? – 20 December 1953) was an American-born Australian politician who served in 
the House of Representatives from 1901 to 1917, and served two terms as Minister for Home Affairs (1910–
1913 and 1915–16). He is remembered for his role in the development of the national capital, Canberra, as 
well as his advocacy for the creation of a national bank, Commonwealth Bank. O'Malley was of USA origin 
and arrived in Australia in 1888. He worked as an insurance salesman before entering politics, in both 
professions making use of his knack for oratory and publicity stunts. He served a single term in the South 
Australian House of Assembly (1896–1899), before moving to Tasmania and winning election to the Federal 
House of Representatives at the inaugural 1901 federal election. O'Malley was a political radical, and joined 



the Labor Party (ALP) upon its creation, despite his status as one of the wealthiest members of parliament. 
He was a keen proponent of banking reform, especially the creation of a national bank, and successfully 
lobbied for its inclusion in the Labor platform. He was dissatisfied with the initial form of the Commonwealth 
Bank, but later proclaimed himself as its "father". After Labor won the 1910 federal election, O'Malley was 
elected to cabinet by the Labor caucus, over the objections of Prime Minister Andrew Fisher. As home affairs 
minister, he oversaw the start of construction of the Trans-Australian Railway and the early development of 
the new national capital, including the design competition won by Walter Burley Griffin. A temperance 
advocate, he banned the sale of alcohol in the Australian Capital Territory. He variously claimed to be of US 
or Canadian birth. If born in Canada he was eligible for election to Australian parliaments as Canada was then 
part of the British Commonwealth. If born in the USA he would have been ineligible. His sworn affidavit 
declared Canadian birth but he was unable to produce a birth certificate and he later took apparent pride in 
his American heritage, celebrating his birthday on 4th of July.   

P. King Palm  Archontophoenix alexandrae, commonly known as Alexandra palm, king palm, northern Bangalow 
palm, or feather palm, is a palm endemic to Queensland, Australia. The genus name is derived from the 
Ancient Greek árkhōn, meaning 'chieftain' or 'ruler', combined with the palm genus Phoenix, and refers to 
the regal stature of the trees. The species was named in honour of Princess Alexandra of Denmark, wife of 
Edward VII, but is often erroneously referred to by the misnomer Alexander palm. It is a tall, solitary palm 
growing to a height of 30 m with a trunk up to 30 cm diameter, often swollen at the base, and bearing 
prominent leaf scars. The graceful crown has 8 to 10 feather-like fronds that measure up to 4.5 m in length, 
with 60 to 80 leaflets on each side of the midrib. The species was originally described as Ptychosperma 
alexandrae by Ferdinand von Mueller in 1865. In 1875 the German botanists Hermann Wendland and Oscar 
Drude published a treatment of Australian palms in which this species was renamed Archontophoenix 
alexandrae. (Annoying taxonomists strike again!) 

Q. King Quail  The king quail, Synoicus chinensis, also known as the blue-breasted quail, Asian blue quail, 
Chinese painted quail, or Chung-Chi, is a species in the family Phasianidae. Surprisingly, this species is the 
smallest "true quail", measuring 10-12cm long and weigh around 30-40g when fully grown. They range in the 
wild from southern China, South and Southeast Asia to Oceania, south to south-eastern Australia, with 9 
different subspecies. Male king quail occur in many colours, including blue, brown, silver, maroon, dark 
brown, and almost black. They have orange feet that are hard and able to withstand a continuous life on the 
ground, like many other game birds. Females are similar to the males, but do not occur in shades of blue. 
They can live up to 13 years in captivity but typically only 3–6 years. In the wild, they may live only 1.5 years. 
The eggs of king quail are a light, creamy-brown colour and slightly pointed at the top, roughly ovular in 
shape. Male quail give a descending whistle and a raspy "snoring" call. 

R. King Ramesses  Ramesses II (1303 BC – 1213 BC), commonly known as Ramesses the Great, was an Egyptian 
pharaoh. He was the third ruler of the Nineteenth Dynasty. Along with Thutmose III of the Eighteenth 
Dynasty, he is often regarded as the greatest, most celebrated, and most powerful pharaoh of the New 
Kingdom, which itself was the most powerful period of ancient Egypt. He is also widely considered one of 
ancient Egypt's most successful warrior pharaohs, conducting no fewer than 15 military campaigns, all 
resulting in victories, excluding the Battle of Kadesh, generally considered a stalemate. In the third year of his 
reign, Ramesses started the most ambitious building project after the pyramids, which were built almost 
1,500 years earlier. For the early part of his reign, he focused on building cities, temples, and monuments. 
Ramesses built extensively from the Delta to Nubia, now central Sudan, "covering the land with buildings in a 
way no monarch before him had." After establishing the city of Pi-Ramesses in the Nile Delta, he designated 
it as Egypt's new capital. He ruled Egypt for 66 years. Estimates of his age at death vary, although 90 or 91 is 
considered to be the most likely figure. Upon his death, he was buried in a tomb in the Valley of the Kings; his 
body was later moved to the Royal Cache, where it was discovered by archaeologists in 1881. Ramesses' 
mummy is now on display at the National Museum of Egyptian Civilization, after its return from Paris. His first 
wife was Nefertari. She is one of the best known Egyptian queens, among such women as Cleopatra, 
Nefertiti, and Hatshepsut, and one of the most prominent women not known to have reigned in her own 
right. She was highly educated and able to both read and write hieroglyphs, a very rare skill at the time. Her 
lavishly decorated tomb is one of the largest and most spectacular in the Valley of the Queens. Ramesses also 
constructed a temple for her at Abu Simbel next to his colossal monument there. There are different 
interpretations of the meaning of the name Nefertari. Nefertari commonly means 'beautiful companion'. 
Some sources consider a more accurate translation for Nefertari as "the most beautiful one", "the most 
beautiful of them", "the most beautiful one of them all" "the most beautiful among them", "the very best", 
or "the most beautiful of the women". Nefertari held many titles, including: Great of Praises, Sweet of Love, 
Lady of Grace, Great King's Wife, His Beloved, Lady of The Two Lands, Lady of all Lands, Wife of the Strong 



Bull, God's Wife, Mistress of Upper and Lower Egypt. Ramesses II also named her 'The one for whom the sun 
shines'. Despite all this lovey-dovey stuff he had seven other wives including Isetnofret, Maathorneferure, 
Meritamen, Bintanath, Nebettawy, Henutmire, the last four of which were also his daughters. 

S. King Sejong  (1397—1450) Commonly known as Sejong the Great, he was a monarch of the Korean Joseon 
dynasty during whose reign (1419–50) cultural achievements in Korea reached their highest point. Sejong is 
best known for his development of Hangul, the phonetic system for writing the Korean language that is still in 
use. The creation of an easily learned alphabet facilitated the achievement of literacy among the Korean 
people. A believer in Buddhism in his private life, Sejong attempted to balance the state ideology of Neo-
Confucianism with a tolerance for the continued practice of the Buddhism in nonofficial contexts.  The 
Seokbosangjeol, a 24-volume Korean-language biography of Buddha translated from Chinese Buddhist texts, 
was published in Sejong's reign in mourning for his first wife, Queen Soheon, a devout Buddhist. Sejong 
advocated the project, despite fierce opposition from his courtiers, and condemned the hypocrisy of those 
who privately worshiped the Buddha yet publicly rebuked others for doing so. Despite inheriting significantly 
strengthened royal authority, Sejong did not suppress the press and promoted meritocracy through gwageo, 
the national civil service exam. In the early years of the Joseon dynasty, the economy operated on a barter 
system, with cloth, grain, and cotton being the most common forms of currency. In 1423, under King Sejong's 
administration, the government attempted to introduce a national currency. The Joseon tongbo was a bronze 
coin, backed by a silver standard, with 150 coins being equal to 600 grams of silver. However, production 
ceased in 1425 due to high manufacturing costs, as the exchange rate dropped below the coin's intrinsic 
value. (Inflation has always been a problem.) Sejong promoted science. In 1420, Sejong created a royal 
academy known as the Hall of Worthies. The institute was responsible for conducting scientific research and 
designed to host Joseon's best and brightest thinkers, with the government offering grants and scholarships 
to encourage young scholars to attend. In 1429, Sejong published “Straight Talk on Farming”, a compilation 
of various farming methods suited to Korea's climate and soil conditions. The book dealt with planting, 
harvesting, and soil treatment, and contained information about the different farming techniques that 
scientists gathered from different regions of Korea. Sejong reformed the Korean calendar system, which was 
at the time based upon the longitude of the Chinese capital. He had his astronomers create a calendar with 
the Joseon capital of Hanseong (now Seoul) as the primary meridian. This new system allowed Joseon 
astronomers to accurately predict the timing of solar and lunar eclipses. In 1426, Sejong enacted a law that 
granted female government serfs 100 days of maternity leave after childbirth, which, in 1430, was 
lengthened by one month before childbirth. In 1434, he also granted the husbands 30 days of paternity 
leave. In order to provide equality and fairness in taxation for the common people, Sejong issued a royal 
decree to administer a nationwide public opinion poll regarding a new tax system called Gongbeop in 1430. 
Over the course of five months, the poll surveyed 172,806 people, of which approximately 57% responded 
with approval for the proposed reform. Joseon's economy depended on the agricultural output of the 
farmers, so Sejong allowed them to pay more or less tax according to the fluctuations of economic prosperity 
and hard times. Because of this, farmers could worry less about tax quotas and instead work at maintaining 
and selling their crops. It is said that once, when the palace had a significant surplus of food, the king 
distributed it to poor peasants who needed it. The King Sejong Institute Foundation was established by the 
modern South Korean government to encourage learning of the Korean language around the world. It was 
founded in 2007. As of February 2024, there were 248 King Sejong institutes in 85 countries. Sejong had at 
least twelve wives or lady friends who bore him twenty five recognised children. 

T. King Tide  King tides are the highest tides. They are naturally occurring, predictable events. Despite this, ‘king 
tide’ is not a recognised scientific term but rather a descriptive term mainly used in Australia. Tides are 
mainly due to the rotation of the earth and the gravitational effect of the moon. However, the gravitational 
pull of the sun also has an effect. The moon has an elliptical orbit around the sun and the earth has an 
elliptical orbit around the sun. When the earth is closest to the sun, the moon is closest to the earth and the 
three bodies are in alignment the gravitational forces are at their greatest and so the tidal range is at its 
maximum. The moon is closest to the earth every 29 days and the earth is closest to the sun on 4th of 
January. As a result, King tides occur either side of 4th of January each year and the lowest tides occur either 
side of 4th of July. 

U. King U-thong  meaning "Golden Cradle", also known as King Ramathibodi I (1314–1369) was the first king of 
Ayutthaya (now part of Thailand), reigning from 1351 to 1369. According to one respected source, 
Ramathibodi was an ethnic Chinese, having sailed down from China. After succeeding in trade, he became 
influential enough to rule the city of Phetchaburi, a coastal town of the Gulf of Thailand. He fought with 
other regions of modern day Thailand, Cambodia, Malaysia and Burma, increasing his dominions. Finally, he 
formed an alliance with the Chinese Ming dynasty. He established his own capital in the new city of 



Ayutthaya, located on an island at the confluence of the Chao Phraya and Pa Sak rivers, about 65km north of 
Bangkok. The city was an ancient capital of Siam with a population of about one million people in 1700, 
making it one of the world's largest cities at that time, when it was sometimes known as the "Venice of the 
East". The old city was destroyed by Burmese forces in 1767. 

V. King Vulture  The king vulture Sarcoramphus papa is a large bird found in Central and South America. It lives 
predominantly in tropical lowland forests stretching from southern Mexico to northern Argentina. There are 
two theories on how the king vulture earned the "king" part of its common name. The first is that the name 
is a reference to its habit of displacing smaller vultures from a carcass and eating its fill while they wait. An 
alternative theory reports that the name is derived from Mayan legends, in which the bird was a king who 
served as a messenger between humans and the gods. Excluding the two species of condors, the king vulture 
is the largest of the New World vultures. Its overall length ranges from 67 to 81 cm and its wingspan is 1.2 to 
2 m. Its weight ranges from 2.7 to 4.5 kg. The adult king vulture has predominantly white plumage, which has 
a slight rose-yellow tinge to it. In stark contrast, the wing coverts, flight feathers, and tail are dark grey to 
black, as is the prominent thick neck ruff. The head and neck are devoid of feathers, the skin shades of red 
and purple on the head, vivid orange on the neck, and yellow on the throat. On the head, the skin is wrinkled 
and folded, and there is a highly noticeable irregular golden crest attached above its orange and black bill.  

W. King Warrior Magician Lover  Psychologist Robert Moore proposed four archetypes of masculinity, the King, 
the Warrior, the Magician and the Lover. Moore argued that the problems we see with men today, violence, 
shiftlessness and aloofness are a result of modern men not adequately exploring or being in touch with the 
primal, masculine archetypes that reside within them. Moore believed that men and women possess both 
feminine and masculine archetypal patterns, the anima (feminine) and animus (masculine). The problem 
with modern men is that Western society suppresses the animus or masculine archetype within them and 
instead encourages men to get in touch with their “softer side”, their anima. Moore argued that there is 
nothing wrong with men developing those softer, more nurturing and feminine behaviours. In fact, he would 
encourage it. A problem only arises when the development of the feminine comes at the expense of the 
masculine. Each archetype represents a different aspect of the masculine psyche: 

 King: Represents order and judgment. 

 Warrior: Symbolizes action, courage, and decisiveness. 

 Magician: Associated with wisdom, insight, and transformation. 

 Lover: Represents passion, sensuality, and connection. 
In order to achieve mature, “non-toxic”, masculinity a man must progress from childish patterns of behaviour 
and navigate a path to mature adulthood, avoiding the extremes of adult behaviours, in each archetype. The 
diagram below simplifies the ideas.  

X. King Xerxes  Xerxes I (518 – 465 BC), commonly known as Xerxes the Great, was a Persian ruler who served 
as the fourth King of Kings of the Achaemenid Empire, reigning from 486 BC until his assassination, by his 
bodyguard, in 465 BC. The Achaemenid Empire stretched from modern day Syria and Turkiye in the west, 
north to Azerbaijan and Turkmenistan, south to the Gulf States and west to Afghanistan and Pakistan. He was 
the son of Darius the Great, the Third King of Kings, and Atossa, a daughter of Cyrus the Great, the First King 
of Kings. (FYI - Darius and Cyrus were not blood relatives. The second King of Kings was Cambyses II, a son of 
Cyrus). Xerxes is best known for his triumph over the Spartan, King Leonidas at Thermopylae and subsequent 
sacking of Athens. This campaign, to subjugate the Greeks, ultimately ended unsuccessfully. Nevertheless, he 
partly atoned for the heavy defeat by the Athenians, at Marathon, of an earlier invasion of Greece, 



undertaken by his father Darius. 

Y. King Yan  Also known as Yan Wang or King of Hell. He oversees the underworld, presides over the ten layers 
of Diyu, or the Chinese-Buddhist Hell, and judges the fate of the dead. Yan Wang was originally a Hindu god 
named Yamaraja. With the advent of Buddhism, stories of Yan Wang spread throughout East Asia. Yan Wang 
can be found in just about every culture where Buddhism is practiced and is an important figure in countries 
like Tibet, Vietnam, Korea, and Japan. He is always accompanied by his scribe who carries a calligraphy brush 
and a large book that contains the name and date of death for every person that ever lived and will ever live. 
The two fearsome guardians of Hell, Ox-Head and Horse-Face, also keep Yan Wang company and are tasked 
with the job of bringing recently-deceased souls before him so that he can determine their fate. In the 
Chinese-Buddhist belief system, there were ten layers of Diyu. Each layer was progressively worse than the 
last. The spirits of the dead, on being judged by Yan, are supposed to either pass through a term of 
enjoyment in a region midway between the earth and the heaven or to undergo their measure of 
punishment in the nether world. Neither location is permanent and, after a time, they return to Earth in new 
bodies. Virtuous souls were sent to live in Heaven for a certain amount of time before returning to Earth as a 
human or achieving Nirvana and exiting the cycle of reincarnation. Sinful souls were thoroughly questioned 
by Yan Wang and asked if they considered the spiritual consequences of their actions. Men or women who 
committed misdeeds were sentenced to suffering or miserable future lives. The cruellest and lowest level of 
Diyu was reserved for those who committed the most heinous of crimes, called the Five Grave Offenses. This 
included matricide, patricide, the killing of an enlightened being, shedding the blood of a Buddha, or creating 
a schism within the Buddhist community. These sinners were dealt with personally by Yan Wang, and were 
doomed to become lesser animals or insects in their next life. In some interpretations, Yan Wang was actually 
seen as a title, not a singular person. Once a King of Hell served out his term in Hell, he is able to reincarnate 
on Earth again or leave the cycle entirely. In some texts, mortals were rewarded with the position of King of 
Hell after they committed honourable deeds. 

Z. King Zog  Zog I (born Ahmed Muhtar Zogolli; 8 October 1895 – 9 April 1961) was the leader of Albania from 
1922 to 1939. At age 27, he first served as Albania's youngest ever Prime Minister (1922–1924), then as 
president (1925–1928), and finally as king (1928–1939). Zogolli was active in Albanian politics from a young 
age and fought on the side of Austria-Hungary during the First World War. In 1922, he adopted the name 
Ahmed Zogu. He held various ministerial posts in the Albanian government before being driven into exile in 
June 1924, but returned later in the year and was subsequently elected prime minister. Zogu was elected 
president in January 1925 and vested with dictatorial powers, with which he enacted major domestic 
reforms, suppressed civil liberties, struck an alliance with Benito Mussolini's Fascist Italy and declared 
Albania a monarchy with himself as king in September 1928, with the title Zog I, King of the Albanians. Due 
to economic, including the Great Depression, by the end of the 1930s Albania had become almost fully 
dependent on Italy. In April 1939, Italy invaded Albania and the country was rapidly overrun. Mussolini 
declared Albania an Italian protectorate under King Victor Emmanuel III, forcing Zog into exile, from which he 
never returned. He had been aware of this peril and so managed to take most of the wealth from the 
Albanian treasury with him. Shortly after he sagely described Hitler and Mussolini as madmen facing "two 
fools who sleep", those fools being the Prime Ministers of England and France. During his life he survived 
around 600 blood feuds and 55 assassination attempts. He died aged 65 having smoked up to 200 cigarettes 
per day. Zog was Sunni Muslim and married a Hungarian catholic noblewoman, Countess Géraldine Margit 
Virginia Olga Mária Apponyi de Nagy-Appony. They had one child, Leka, who was proclaimed by his 
supporters in exile as King of Albania on his father’s death but never served in that role. King Leka, a Muslim, 
married an Australian Anglican divorcee, Susan Cullen-Ward. 

AA. Honourable mention  King Arthur. No, not that one! King Arthur, Large Exhibition - Section 1, Purple. 
Probably extinct like its namesake. Inserted solely in the interests of relevance to chrysanthemums. 

 

Musical Suggestions 
 
In true operatic tradition, it ain’t over ‘til the fat lady sings. This is my contribution to equality of the sexes. 
 

Frank and John Tenaglia, Pearl Fishers Duet    https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FmIf2irVFHw 
 
To further advance my woke credentials, this complete version of the duet is a good effort.  
 

Njabulo Madlala & Kananelo Sehau      https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Mk2mBkw0_AY  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FmIf2irVFHw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Mk2mBkw0_AY


If you are more into folksy blues then this will be a treat. (Yes, it really is true!) 
 
Harvest moon           https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ml22cp4ojHg 
 

Contacts 
 

President – Carl Slusarczyk   0480 188 875 (M)   carl.lina.slu@gmail.com 

Treasurer – (acting) Carl Slusarczyk   0480 188 875 (M)     carl.lina.slu@gmail.com  

Secretary – Michael Drake-Brockman    0421 778 717 (M)    michaeldb@iinet.net.au 

Newsletter Editor – Carl Slusarczyk   0480 188 875 (M)     carl.lina.slu@gmail.com 

 

Forthcoming Meetings & Events  

General Meeting  Tuesday 11 February 2025  12:00 noon - 3:00 pm 

John McGrath Pavilion. 97 Hensman St, South Perth 

Social Day  Sunday 16 March 2025  1:30 pm - 4:00 pm    

Carl & Lina Slusarczyk’s home, 6 Regent St West, Mount Lawley  

General Meeting  Tuesday 8 April 2025 12:00 noon - 3:00 pm 

John McGrath Pavilion. 97 Hensman St, South Perth 

Social Day  Sunday 13 April 2025 (Easter 18-21 April 2025)  1:30 pm - 4:00 pm 

Michael and Judy Drake-Brockman’s home, 136 Merrivale Road, Pickering Brook.  

Annual Flower Show  Thursday 8 May 2025  Set up 2 pm - 6 pm 

Friday Set up 8am - 12 noon, Judging 1pm - 5pm 

Saturday 10 May 2025 Show open 8:00 am    Flower sales from 3:00 pm 

Kalamunda Agricultural Hall, 48 Canning Rd, Kalamunda   
 

Awards Luncheon  Tuesday 27 May 2025  11:30 - 3:30 pm   Venue to be advised later 

 

 

Facebook Page                                                                     
https://www.facebook.com/groups/chrysanthemumwa/   

Website   

Chock-a-block full of Newsletters, Minutes of AGMs and General Meetings, Register, Show Schedules, 

Photograph Album, Cultural Guide.                   

                                                                                   www.chrysanthemumwa.com                                             

Mentors                                                                                   

Ian Blackwell – Kelmscott   0424 432 608                                
Ralph Coombes – Maida Vale   9454 3373 
Michael Drake-Brockman – Pickering Brook   0421 778 717 
Carl Slusarczyk – Mount Lawley   0480 188 875  
Richard Williams – Inglewood   0439 103 500         
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